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OCCA receives $1,250 grant from the 

County of Orange and Orange County Tourism 

 

   

(continued on page 2) 

Thank you to Jim Jiang for writing the grant proposal, as well 

as all our volunteers (pictured on page 7) who helped make the 

2019 OCCA Lunar New Year Gala possible! 

MAY 2019 

 

Photos taken by OCCA President Kangjian Wu on March 4, 2019.  

Multicultural Night : OCCA youth and families performed outreach at Cornwall Central 

Middle School on February 26, 2019. 

    On February 26th, 2019, the 

CCSD Multicultural Night event 

was held at Cornwall Central 

Middle School (CCMS). As the 

event was coming to an end, 

many people had already begun 

to leave the campus. Meanwhile, 

a teenage girl yelled at her sister, 

her sleeves all rolled up and, in 

her hand, a brush dipped in ink 

that continuously dripped onto 

the paper below.  

The ink itself was the cause of 

this argument. She stood there, 

glaring at her sister with fire 

burning within her eyes. 

Consequently, her sister tried to 

make herself as small as 

possible, while also trying to 

play off her guilt. Before this 

argument continues, allow me to 

take a few steps back to January 

22nd, 2019. 

Progression 
by Xinyi Shen 
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most people had come to 

Multicultural Night for the food, 

rather than for the opportunity of 

learning about different cultures. 

Soon, this depressing situation 

came to an end when 6:10 PM 

rolled around. 

    Xinyi received a call from her 

dad, who was at the front door of 

the middle school. After the 

phone call ended, Xinyi sprinted 

out of the room down two sets of 

stairs. Then, she aggressively 

grabbed the big brown paper bag 

out of the trunk while calling out 

to her dad, inviting him to come 

inside and enjoy the event if he 

wanted. He agreed to the 

invitation and proceeded to park 

his car in the schoolôs parking 

lot. Meanwhile, Xinyi sprinted 

back up to the cafeteria to the 

front of the OCCAôs booth while 

panting dramatically and 

communicating with the rest of 

the group members, who had no 

idea what was going on. 

Afterwards, they understood her 

message and quickly set up the 

calligraphy station for the little 

kids to enjoy.  

    Surprisingly, the calligraphy 

brought more traffic than they 

thought it would. After the first 

kid who tried writing calligraphy 

appeared, a train of little kids 

waited in line to write 

calligraphy. As a result, these 

little kids also brought along 

their parents, who either asked 

for a dumpling while waiting for 

their kids to finish writing their 

names in Chinese or simply 

 

the event location. To their 

surprise, most of the attendants 

had only brought food that 

represented their culture, along 

with a few decorative items that 

also represented their culture. 

This scene before the three 

students confused them as they 

felt they had overprepared and 

were a bit out of place compared 

to their peers, but they quickly 

got to work and began to set up 

the booth. President Wu and 

some of their family members 

were also there to help. When 

they brought out all the items 

they had to display, they realized 

that they definitely had gone 

overboard because the table that 

they were given was too small to 

display all the items. They did, 

however, find a solution: they 

taped the trifold that contained 

information about the items for 

display, to the backwall. Then, 

they tried to fit as many items as 

they could display on the table. 

After the set-up was done, it was 

merely a waiting game until the 

guests arrived. 

    At 5:30 PM, the event finally 

began. The stream of guests 

slowly started to flow into the 

cafeteria where the OCCA 

members were. Not after long, 

the tiny cafeteria was quickly 

filled. Despite the large number 

of people in the room, many 

walked past their table, 

occasionally picking up a 

dumpling to eat. This brought 

the three of them to the 

disappointing conclusion that 

waited quietly behind their kids. 

Occasionally, some parents 

would be interested in the culture 

behind the dumplings. This 

scenery lasted for the rest of the 

event. Meanwhile, President Wu 

passed out brochures to not only 

reach out to the people outside of 

the Chinese-American 

community, but also to promote 

the Chinese culture. At the end 

of the day, over 100 copies of 

the brochures had been 

distributed. 

    Near the end of the event, 

guests and attendants started to 

leave. As Xinyi was helping the 

last few kids write calligraphy, 

her sister splashed ink onto her 

and the surrounding area. As a 

result, we return to the scene of 

conflict that was mentioned in 

the beginning. Even though it 

was a one-way argument, the 

conflict was silently resolved 

and they both went back to 

minding their own business.    

    After a while, all the little kids 

finished writing calligraphy and 

the group also started to clean 

up. Then, suddenly out of the 

blue, someone asked to take a 

picture with the lion dance 

costume that was lying 

underneath the table the entire 

time. Andy took the 

responsibility of wearing the lion 

costume and taking the picture 

with that person. This 

photoshoot attracted the last few 

remaining kids at the event, and 

so Andy continued to wear that 

heavy lion costume for another 7 

or 8 minutes until all the little 

ones were satisfied. 

    By the time the event finally 

came to the end, everyone was 

exhausted ï exhausted with joy 

inside their hearts. 

 

  

     

    On January 22nd, 2019, OCCA 

President Kangjian Wu notified 

three Chinese-American high 

schoolers that they would be 

setting up a Chinese culture 

booth for the Multicultural Night 

event at CCMS.  The students ï 

Andy Wang, Angela Qiu, and 

Xinyi Shen ï formed a group 

chat and started planning. They 

discussed the items for display 

and the entire process of how to 

sign up for this event, as neither 

of them had ever attended this 

event before. Afterwards, this 

conversation ended. They did not 

discuss this matter for almost a 

week. 

    Until Angela broke the ice. 

    She posted a screenshot in the 

group chat, saying that the sign-

up was a success. In addition to 

that, they also decided to meet 

up after school to finish 

conducting research on the items 

for display. As the day 

continued, everything went 

according to their plan. That is, 

up until three hours before the 

event began. 

    Right before the event was to 

start, Xinyi realized that the 

calligraphy set, one of the items 

she had been assigned to bring, 

had been left behind in her dadôs 

car. To make things worse, her 

dad would not be back for 

another 40 minutes until 6:10 

PM, at which point the event 

would have already started. 

Therefore, she decided that she 

would bring all the other items to 

the event and wait until her dad 

returned to drop off the 

calligraphy set. After all, the 

focus point of this booth was not 

entirely about calligraphy. When 

she told the other two students, 

they lost it and panicked as 

though it were the end of the 

world, especially Angela. The 

perfectionist that she was, 

Angela proceeded to scold and 

lecture Xinyi about how she 

could have forgotten the 

calligraphy set all throughout the 

night and into the following 

morning at school. 

    Finally, they overcame this 

messy situation and arrived at 

 

 

(continued from page 1 ï ñProgressionò) 
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    On February 23rd, 2019, much like 

every year after the Lunar New Year 

celebration, OCCA hosted an 

appreciation dinner. This banquet, held 

at the Flaming Grill & Buffet, was 

assembled to express sincere gratitude 

for the endless support OCCA had 

received in the past year.  

    This was a traditional way to 

acknowledge, as well as cherish, the 

Chinese School teachers, students, staffs, 

and volunteersô astonishing triumphs. 

This year, however, the commemoration 

was accompanied with a new Chinese 

organization: the OCCS Student 

Government. With this new association 

came more frequent events that required 

numerous volunteers. Ergo, the 

appreciation dinner was packed and 

imbued with glee. While this was my 

first year attending this generous event, 

OCCA has consistently organized this 

appreciation dinner year after year and 

never fails to express its admiration 

towards its countless contributors. 

    Throughout this occasion, many 

names were mentioned, to whom we 

toasted and cheered on. To further 

profess their extolment, many received 

invitations to this paid meal from OCCA. 

Several had a magnificent time within 

the fugacious 3 hours and felt extremely 

grateful for this opportunity. 

 

Appreciation Dinner : OCCA President Kangjian Wu thanks 
the OCCA members and volunteers for their support during the 
appreciation dinner. 

:ʃ  2018ʄ  
Cross-Talk: OCCA Community in 2018 (Abridged) 
by Mr. Jay Song 

 

This yearôs cross-talk, which featured notable accomplishments and events 

that took place in the OCCA community within the past year, was performed 

at the OCCA Lunar New Year Gala on February 2, 2019 by (from left to 

right) Jie Xu, Aizhong Hu, Zhangwei Li, Xiuquan Shi, Jay Song, and 

Xiaodong Peng. 
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Very Good  

Jessica  

 

 

 

 

     

OCCA Appreciation Dinner  
by Vicky Wong 
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More OCCS Study Aids are available at www.occany.org: 

1) OCCS First Grade Chinese Curriculum as an example       2)   OCCS Curriculum General Guideline 

3) 500 Common Charactersȇ500 ʄ      4)   3500 Chinese Charactersȇ3500 ʄ  

OCCA Board Meeting Summary (March 16, 2019) 
by Nancy Song 

¶ The role of Editor-in-chief for the OCCA Newsletter was handed over to Nancy Song. 

¶ OCCA Youth  have sent a total of 21 summer internship applications to medical offices, NYS Senator James Skoufisô office, 

and Attorney Huôs office. 

¶ OCCS Principal Ken Chan introduced a draft of the OCCS Student Code of Conduct to the Board. 

¶ OCCA has received approval for use of the gymnasium on Saturdays from 9:30 AM ï 12:30 PM until the end of the semester 

(June 22, 2019). 

¶ OCCA Vice President Lan Jiang presented a proposal, tentatively named the ñDistinguished Young Scholar Awardò, to 

encourage students to promote Chinese culture. The proposal remains under further discussion. 

¶ OCCS Principal Chan presented a proposal to purchase 2 ping-pong tables, which MWCSD will store in the gymnasium closet 

for free. OCCS intends on utilizing these foldable ping-pong tables for a potential ping-pong tournament and routine practice by 

the OCCA Ping-Pong Club. Following this meeting, one table was purchased and assembled at OCCS (pictured on page 5). 

¶ OCCA President Kangjian Wu suggested that OCCA reactivate its membership for the Chinese School Association in the 

United States (CSAUS; also known as ), an organization that can provide the school with valuable 

educational resources, such as training for teachers. The Board agreed with this proposal. 

¶ OCCA President Wu suggested that an award date be established to thank the many volunteersô contributions to the community. 

     

OCCS began spring semester classes on February 23 , 2019 

http://www.occany.org/
http://www.occany.org/Documents/OCCS%20First%20Grade%20Chinese%20Curriculum%20as%20an%20example%2003Sept18.pdf
http://www.occany.org/Documents/OCCS%20Curriculum%20General%20Guideline_03Sept18.pdf
http://www.occany.org/Documents/500%20common%20characters_500%E5%9F%BA%E7%A1%80%E6%B1%89%E8%AF%AD%E5%B8%B8%E7%94%A8%E7%94%9F%E5%AD%97%E5%8D%A1%E7%89%8703Sep18.pdf
http://www.occany.org/Documents/3500%20Chinese%20Characters_3500%E7%8E%B0%E4%BB%A3%E6%B1%89%E8%AF%AD%E5%B8%B8%E7%94%A8%E5%AD%97%E8%A1%A803Sep2018.pdf



