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Celebration of OCCA 30™ Anniversary and 2017 Chinese New Year in MW Middie Sohool on 21Jan2017 1:30pm — 10:00pm
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Dear OCCA Friends and ﬁpmilies

During May your Christmas sparkle 4
with moments of love, laughter and N
bh s

goodwill, And may the year ahe oy
be full of contentment and joy.
Have a Merry Christmas

And Happy New Year !

. Gen (Jimmy) Cheun
River L R
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT
M: S1 567 5
JCHEUNG@RIVERREALTY.COM
117 EXECUTIVE DRIVE, SUITE 100 | NEW WINDSOR. NY 12553
RIVERREALTY.COM

[OCCA Brief News 03Dec2016] Three OCCA/S founders,
Mrs. Audrey Osofsky, Dr. Raymond Hui and Mrs. Kathy Hui

visited OCCS on 03Dec2016. OCCS"*' o IOCCA D
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(Please see some of them on Page4)
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OCCA/S Culture Outreach Update: #&@ril#, #MERBE T, MatEit, ThBRRMEHE,
12/23/2016, OCCA vice president, Dr. Lan Jiang successfully delivered her 1st Chinese culture literature "Mulan:
on page, stage & movie screen" in the humanity and literature department, Mbnroe WoodburyHigh School. Dr. Jiang
is going to give her 2nd seminar entitted  "Beyond the Image of Tiger Mom: traditional Chinese parenting" in
another department (date to be determined)
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OCCA/0CCS 30 AFELKARFILE (9)

{THE AMERICAN DREAM ) by Mr. Joseph Shih

"To chase a dream we had to cross the sea, carrying our great traeetnour roots into the golden earth". These are the lyriteeof
OCCA song that we will sing again in the Orange County Chinese School 30th Anniversary celebrdéed, in the pursuit of the
American dream we left the great land of China, turning our back on our own culture, yet keeping our children irs€tongdest they
forget our great tradition. Our dream was the same dream as the pilgrims and the pioneers who were first to thishe:awdidiared
their vision of freedom, rights, and happiness. After years in this land, we have realized tifédhcoeeican dream, and comprehended
the new homeland where we anchored our roots.

For us, the late comers from China, American dream was merged with the pursuit of excellence in education. In theitirtiesl was
Chinese School, there have been ninediatorians and many more top honor graduates from among our children in the Orange CoL
school di stricts. Many have ear ned ac cletpetpacesseve hawetlearned bf the sowr
of inspiration underlyig the American dream.

Thirty years ago, I sat on the steps of Col umbi ads [Iherthert i
was some truth to the reality of God. Towering behind us was the inscription on the fadeagreat library building, proclaiming that
the university was established for "the Glory of Almighty Godhirty years later, while visiting Harvard, | read the founding mission
statement of the college: "the main end of student's life and studie&mw God and Jesus Christ which is eternal life (John 17:3)". Tl
time instead of wondering, | read the words with confirmation and a strong conviction. We have learned that the Amenieggsdrea
inspired by faith in the God of the Bible.

In fact, whe translated from Latin into English, the mottos of many of the great lvy League institutions become clear, although no
knows the meaning in Latin: Columbia's mofiol n Thy | i ght shall we see |lighto, Pri
Flourishes", Brown's motto "In God We Hope", Yale's motto "Light and truth", and Harvard's original motto "Truth for riéhtiist a
church". These guiding ideals encapsulated the faith in God that was the foundation of that dream.

We have come to a couptwhere every public officer starts his duty by first placing his hand on the Bible to take an oath that conclt
with "So help me God". This is a tradition set by the American forefathers that no one can ¢rangthe Declaration of Independence
thatstated "we are endowed by our Creator", to the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance in every public event thataradls dhis |
nation under God", the founders of America proclaimed their faith in God. Many court houses and public monumentiigpiaydiye
inscription "In God we trust". The founders of this nation placed the acknowledgment of God everywistoae, in marble, in bronze,
and in steel as a perpetual reminder for their descendants and a guidepost for newcomers to the land.

Every morning the first ray of sun shine on the capstone of Washington Monument, the highest point on the U épitabcription
"Praise be to God", for the eyes of God to see, on behalf of the nation. Because this is the land that seeksgHiEhelessig "God
bless America" is sung on every national celebration. Over the years, we have witnessed, that the governments in aidcdhgance w
Bible are more free, the culture with the Christian influence are more prosperous, the societiegvtiahhidsus Christ are more
humane, and lives lived with faith in God are more favored. As we celebrate 30th Anniversary of Orange County Chinekst Gshool,
live out the dream that is inspired by faith in God and set our roots deeply into the gottighat is under God.
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OCCA/0CCS 30 AELEKRFILE (J9) (£)
{1 and OCCS) BY JOSH SHIH

Not so long ago, | was running around the hallways dCentral Valley Elementary School on Saturday mornings for Chinese
school. Those wide, open hallways were always so great for the neeeiding games that my friends and | would play. Sitting in
the classroom, | remember eagerly waiting for the clock to strike 12:00. It was around that time when the bell would ring, and
everyone could go grab their favorite bag of chips. You always wanted to get there as quickly as possible before all the good
shackswer e t aken. I 61 1 have to admit, the |l earning Chinese
anyone to look forward to weekly dictation tests and Chinese homework on a Saturday morning. But often times you do not
realize the beneits of what you were doing until you look back after several years.

When | first started freshman year at Harvard, there were so many classes to choose from. Luckily, there were some
requirements to help me narrow down my list, one of them being a foreiganguage requirement. To me, it naturally made sense
to enroll in Chinese. Everyone was talking about how important China would be to the world economy and to my surprise, all of
the Chinese classes were packed full. But part of me was also not surpris@éter all, having attended Chinese school for all those
years had at least instilled some sense of the importance of knowing my own cultural language. Over the course of one ydwad |
made many new friends in Chinese class, gained a better knowledgemf heritage, and had even been invited to my Chinese
teacherdéds home for dinner. | began to realize that | aténj
had all begun with what | was taught at home and in the Orange County Ghese School.

That summer, | had the opportunity to intern at a consulting firm in Shanghai through a program called the Harvard China
Fund. Therebés really no better way to see your Chineswgoui
is speaking Chinese. In addition to the delicious food and wonderful sightseeing, | came to appreciate the culture and people
China through my understanding of the language. The connection was always just a little bit better when | spoke to someine
Chinese, rather than in English. Indeed, | believe that our language and shared culture are gifts from God that allow us tetter
understand one another and ourselves. My time at Harvard was made more meaningful by being involved with the Asian
American Christian Fellowship. There | was able to use my Chinese background to reach out to other Asian American friends,
many of whom | met in Chinese class, to learn about faith together. In my personal life, | find that being able to speak Chée
with new immigrants in the community, or even my own grandmother, is truly a blessing. Every Sunday at the Orange County
Chinese Christian Church that | grew up attending, singing Chinese worship songs and listening to sermons in Chinese have
added more shadesofdoor t o my understanding of |ifeds purpose. I n
hallways of the Orange County Chinese School, but there has been a larger significance to my learning of Chinese that will on
continue to manifest itsef as time goes on.
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{My Chinese School Experience) BY RAYMOND SHH

The hardest part of moving from NY to MA was that | would be leaving the OCCS community behind. practically grew up with
Chinese school as part of my weekly routine. My best friends were my classmates in Chinese school and | looked forward to
attending class every Saturday.

| am proud to be a Chinese American. | would not be who | am or where Ira without OCCS. The Chinese school shaped my life
in so many ways. Thanks to my teachers Yang Jingyu and Yang Wei, | developed fluency in Mandarin and gained an
appreciation of Chinese culture and history. | have made some of my closest lifelong friendssithool.

It was not until | graduated from Chinese school that | realized the real importance of Chinese language. Having a Chinesecfa
basically means people expect you to be able to speak the language. At my current job, we had a major Chinese cliratwas
invited to our annual meeting. When this client entered the room, he looked around, walked across to the room to me and
immediately started speaking to me in Mandarin. Good thing | was prepared! | introduced him to my whole company and he wa
very impressed.

Learning Chinese has helped me in so many other ways. It has helped me make friends with international students at my
university, confidently travel in China and even find my girlfriend. All this would not have been possible without the amazm
community of classmates, parents and teachers. Now even my close friend Justin Meshulam, who | have known since middle
school, is studying Chinese in OCCS.

Congratulations Orange County Chinese School on 30 years and hope the next 30 are even better!
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