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Unite with the Endeavor, Sincere Cooperation with New Achievements

OCCA 2018 Year-End Summary
Original by Xiuguan Shi; English translation by Zhenghui Li

The soon-to-end 2018 is a fulfilled successful year for the Orange County Chinese Association (OCCA) and Orange County Chinese
School (OCCS). All the OCCA board members, OCCA board advisors, OCCS faculty members and community volunteers have
continued to plan the layout, and worked together for the ongoing numerous tasks in our community. While working hard, we have

gained a lot during the process. The major achievements of the Association are highlighted as follows:

Focus on the Construction of the Association, Improve the Organizing Capacity of the Organization, and Create a Stage for
OCCA Youth.

The Orange County Chinese Association is a voluntary organization in the outskirts of the New York metropolis, adhering to the
concept of “from the community” and “service the community”. After over 30 years of development and construction, it is closely
linked with local integration and prosperity. With the transformation of the territorial economic structure and the relocation of large
international enterprises, the number and structure of Chinese immigrants have changed. The new generation of young people needs
to understand and reach out to the community and serve the community. Based on this, the association initiated and formed the
OCCA Youth Organization and the OCCA Youth Counseling Program. Since March 2018, the organization has completed the
annual tree planting activities in the town of Monroe, the multicultural festival of the Monroe-Woodbury school district, basketball
and badminton after-school activities, and lectures on how to understand USA secondary educational system and prepare for collage
admission. Attracting members' families, Chinese school students, parents and neighbors participate in the projects, but also lay the

foundation for the young people to contribute to the community in the future.

Adhere to Tradition, Complete Various Cultural and Sports Activities, and Maintain the Attraction and Cohesion of the
Association.

The Spring Festival Gala at the beginning of the year is the most important cultural and recreational activity of the Association. The
planning process has been brewing since the end of October of the previous year. The matters surrounding the front and back of the
stage require detailed planning and step-by-step implementation. The Association and the Chinese school will start and complete the
venue, program, sponsorship, schedule and external unit coordination according to the established timeline, and gained recognition
and praise from all aspects of the community. At the end of June, the association organizes a summer barbecue party, which is an
indication of the official end of the Chinese school year and the beginning of the summer vacation. It is also a suitable occasion for
connecting the community and friends. The seaside leisure activities in the midsummer have also continued for many years,
attracting more friends every year. The spring and autumn Bear Mountain hiking activities have formed an association tradition.
Members of the association work closely with Chinese schools to not delay the curriculum and to allow students to participate as
much as possible. Mountain hiking and food complement each other. Every Saturday morning, the dance class training is
professional and standardized. Participants concentrate and the instructors are serious and earnest. Singing enthusiasts also have their
own space and stage on Saturday, a professional teacher and adult students who are eager to get together regularly, starting from the

basic vocalization, and gradually increasing the level; also adding weight to the annual Spring Festival Gala. On Sunday morning, the



sports club, basketball and badminton teams share the gymnasium. The number of basketball team player has grown steadily; the
badminton team is stable and punctual; all training and competition, skills and physical strength have been improved. In particular,

some teenagers come to follow the parents, and they will be actively involved in sports training in the future.

Support the Development of Chinese School and Enhance Teaching and Innovation.

Although the Chinese school faces an ever-changing external environment, changes in the composition of students, and temporary
difficulties in the purchase of textbooks; with the support of the Association and the active efforts of all the staff of the school, the
number of the registered students have steadily increased, and advanced level Chinese lesson as wells as the after-school dance, math
interest classes have been opened for registration. With the unremitting efforts of Principal Mr. Ken Chan, the Chinese school
maintains a healthy and good relationship with the Central Valley Elementary School and the Monroe-Woodbury Central School
District. The efforts are continuing to improve the quality of teaching, ensure the level of Chinese language acquisition for students
of all grades, and strengthen the comprehensive cultural literacy of students. It is particularly worth mentioning that within the
Chinese school, the student government was established and the complement the Chinese School. From the autumn of 2018, a series
of activities were organized: organizing the sale of cakes and cakes for good cause; Mid-Autumn Festival activities; support for
adopted students and the selection of the host for the 2019 Spring Festival Gala.

The OCCA and OCCS Work Closely Together to Tightly Connect with the Local Communities and MW Central School
District and Encourage Members to Actively Engage in Local Activities.

The Association won the local school district recognition — received the Community Connection Award from MW Central School
District Board of Education in 2018. In the past, the Association actively raised donations to celebrate the traditional Chinese New
Year's activities, and received donations from merchants and individual members. The Association also continued to receive funding
from institutions such as Pfizer Inc. and other organizations (such as NYS Office of Children and Family Services, Orange County
Tourism). The association members and youth organizations also participate in local election volunteer work individually, both to

train individuals and to gain close contact with the community.

All'in all, with 2018 ending, the association is working hard and the school is united. Every member of the Association contributes to

the stability, multicultural diversity and the prosperous of the local community!



